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Professional Appointments

Professor of English, Western Oregon University, 2009-present.
Associate Professor of English, Western Oregon University, 2004-2009.
Assistant Professor of English, Western Oregon University, 1999-2004.

Leadership Positions

Director, Honors Program, Western Oregon University. 2008-2026.

Trustee, WOU Board of Trustees, 2018-2020.

President, Faculty Senate, 2010-2012. Executive Committee, 2010-2014.

Member, Common Course Numbering Committee, (Higher Education Coordinating
Committee/HECC, statewide), 2022-2023.

Member, Major Transfer Map Committee (HECC, statewide), 2023-2024.

Member, LAS Leadership Group (dean-level), 2008-2018.

Member, Academic Affairs Council (provost-level), 2008-2017.

Executive Committee, Program for Undergraduate Research, 2008-2023.

Faculty Coordinator, Playwright Ayad Akhtar campus visit, 2019.

Faculty Coordinator, Mexican ex-President Vicente Fox campus visit, 2010.

Vice-President for Recruitment and Membership, WOU Federation of Teachers,
2001-2005. Received statewide award, 2002, for membership increase.

Publications: Books

Cambridge Companion to Martin Amis. Editor and Contributor. Cambridge, UK, and
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2026. The most authoritative,
up-to-date collection of original essays on Amis, surveying his entire career.
Features the work of fourteen scholars from five countries. Review: Peter
Lonsdale, Irish Times, 31 August 2026.

Martin Amis: Postmodernism and Beyond. Editor and Contributor. Basingstoke, UK,
and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. First collection of original essays
published on Martin Amis. Features the work of twelve scholars from six
countries.
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Father and Son: Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis, and the British Novel since 1950.
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003 (hardback) and 2005 (paperback).
Intertextual analysis of the Amises’ novels, essays, and hereditary relationship
with regard to the literary evolution of comedy, satire, realism, and
postmodernism. Review: Robert S. Baker, Contemporary Literature 46.3 (Fall
2005): 544-54.

Flight [novel]. 80,000 word completed manuscript. Under agent review.

Publications: Book Chapters, Essays, Creative Writing

“Staging Amis: Autobiography and Autofiction.” Cambridge Companion to Martin Amis.
Cambridge UP, 2026, pp. 211-27. Also Introduction, pp. 1-10.

“Visualizing the Virtual: Alejandro G. Ifarritu’s CARNE y ARENA, A Case Study.”
Advertising and Society. Solana Beach, CA: Cognella, accepted for publication,
forthcoming late 2026 or 2027.

“The Artful Marketing of Irish Culture: Dublin’s Icon Walk.” Advertising and Society.
Cognella, accepted for publication, forthcoming late 2026 or 2027.

"Meet Me at the Carousel: Harnessing City as Text to Build Lasting Community." Co-
authored with Steve Garrison and Amanda Threlkeld. (Re)Reading the World: A
Festschrift Celebrating 50 Years of Place as Text and the Legacy of Bernice Braid.
NCHC Publishing, 2026.

“Kingsley Amis” and “Martin Amis.” Two articles (2000 words each) for the Blackwell
Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Fiction. 3 Vols. Eds. Brian Shaffer et al. Oxford
and Boston: Blackwell, 2011.

“‘No less than we deserve’: the Traditional Roots of the Amises’ Contemporary Satires.”
Critical Engagements 3.2 (satire issue, winter 2010): 35-51.

“Preferring the composite darkness’: Trauma Theory and Narration in The Ground
Beneath Her Feet and Shalimar the Clown.” Rushdie the Novelist: from Grimus to
The Enchantress of Florence. Ed. Meenakshi Bharat. Delhi, India: Pencraft
International, 2008. 247-63.

“Trappists” and “Houdini” [poems]. The Antigonish Review 153 (Summer 2008): 76-79.

“Retreating” [poem]. The Merton Journal 15.1 (Eastertide 2008): 12-13.

“Winterson’s Recent Work: Navigating Realism and Postmodernism.” Jeanette
Winterson: A Contemporary Critical Guide. Ed. Sonya Andermahr. London and
New York: Continuum, 2007. 146-62.

“New York, Los Angeles, and Other Toxicities: Revisiting Postmodernism in Rushdie's
Fury and Shalimar the Clown.” The Mourning After: Attending the Wake of
Postmodernism. Eds. Neil Brooks and Josh Toth. Amsterdam and New York:
Rodopi, 2007. 143-68.

“Remembrance of Mentorship Past—or, Marlow at the Shuffleboard.” Aldous Huxley:
Modern Satirical Novelist of Ideas. Eds. Peter Firchow and Bernfried Nugel.
“Human Potentialities,” vol. 8. LIT Verglag: Miinster, Germany, 2006. XI-XVI.

“W(h)ither Postmodernism: Late Amis.” Martin Amis: Postmodernism and Beyond.
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Basingstoke & New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 158-79. Also Introduction,
pp. 1-8.

Nine articles (c. 2500-4500 words each) for the Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature.

5 vols. Eds. David Scott Kastan et al. New York and Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005.
o “Elizabeth Bowen.” Vol 1: 255-59.

“Arthur Conan Doyle.” Vol 2: 203-08.

“Graham Greene.” Vol. 2: 466-71.

“Aldous Huxley.” Vol. 3: 90-94.

“Kazuo Ishiguro.” Vol. 3: 111-14.

“David Lodge.” Vol. 3: 328-31.

“Edna O’Brien.” Vol. 4: 117-20.

“Salman Rushdie.” Vol. 4: 425-31.

o “Jeanette Winterson.” Vol. 5: 299-302.

“Kingsley Amis.” The Literary Encyclopedia. Eds. Robert Clark, Emory Elliott and Janet
Todd. 06 January 2005. London: The Literary Dictionary Company.
http://www.litencyc.com/.

“The Shower (for Thomas Merton)” [poem]. The Merton Journal 10.2 (Advent 2003): 13-
14. This poem was also read by the editor at the annual meeting of the Thomas
Merton Society of Great Britain and Ireland.

“Aldous Huxley: A Centenary Bibliography (1978-1995).” Journal of Modern Literature,
XX.2 (Winter 1996): 223-38.

“Grounds for Debate: The Nature of R. S. Thomas’s Early Poetry and Prose.” Proceedings
of the First Annual Conference on Welsh Studies. Rio Grande, Ohio: NAASWCH,
1996. 95-102.

O O O O O O O

Presentations: Conferences

“Home (Dis)Rule: Magdalene Laundries, Mother and Baby Homes, and Ghost Estates.”
American Conference on Irish Studies, Denver, CO, 2026.

“Irish Spatial Texts and Topographical Scars.” New England Modern Language
Association regional conference, Philadelphia, PA, 2025.

"Ireland’s Last Magdalene Laundry.” New England Modern Language Association
regional conference, Boston, MA, 2024.

"Excavating History: Justice for Irish Magdalenes." New England Modern Language
Association regional conference, Niagara, NY, 2023.

“Developing in Honors,” opening session. National Collegiate Honors Council national
conference, Dallas, TX, 2022. Panel presentation.

“Honors Programs and the Humanities: the Last, Best Stand?” Scholarship of Teaching
and Learning national conference, Savannah, GA, 2022.

“Working Together: Who Are Faculty Advisors & How Do They Connect with Students?”
NACADA national conference, Cincinnati, OH, 2021. Panel presentation.
“Politics and the Humanities in Belfast Street Art.” Humanities Education and Research

Association national conference. Chicago, IL, 2020.
“An Art-walk in Belfast: Stepping beyond Politics.” American Conference for Irish


http://www.litencyc.com/
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Studies national conference. Boston, MA, 2019.

“Slouching towards Belfast to be Born: Apolitical Street-art in Belfast.” Popular and
American Culture Association national conference. Washington DC, 2019.

“Advising in Honors: High Achievement, High Need, High Reward.” NACADA Regional
Conference. Portland, OR, 2018.

“Thwarted Alchemy: Irish Ghost Estates and Post-Celtic-Tiger Literature.” Humanities &
Education Research Association. Chicago, IL, 2018.

“Authorship in the Age of Digital Archiving.” Technology, Knowledge, and Society
International Conference. Toronto, Canada, 2017.

“Between the Lanes: Politics and the Humanities in Irish Street-art.” Humanities and
Education Research Association. San Diego, CA, 2017.

“Best Practices (and Practical Bets...) in Honors Advising.” Oregon Academic Advising
Conference. Monmouth, OR, 2016.

“Advising the Exemplary: The Uniqueness of Honors Advising.” NACADA Regional
Conference. Manhattan, KS, 2016.

“If Gold Shall Rust ...”: Demystifying Stereotypes in Honors Advising.” NACADA Regional
Conference. Seattle, WA, 2016.

“Topographical Scars: Economic Collapse, Mass Emigration, and Irish Tourism.” Popular
and American Culture National Conference. New Orleans, LA, 2015.

“Trauma Memorials and Historical Geography: Ghost Estates as Modern-day Famine
Walls.” Transatlantic Connections Il. Donegal, Ireland, 2015.

““What Rough Beast’: Integrated and Conflicted Spaces in Dublin.” American Conference
on Irish Studies. Dublin, Ireland, 2014.

“Authorship in the Age of Online Archiving.” Popular and American Culture National
Conference. Washington, D.C., 2013

“Shadowy Margins and Sinkholes: Authorship, Online Archives, and IP Law.” Popular
and American Culture Conference. Boston, MA, 2012.

“The Rhetoric of Road-Rage: Authorial Websites and Legal Hit-and-Runs.” Popular and
American Culture Conference. San Antonio, TX, 2011.

“The Mythology of Martin Amis.” Midwest MLA. Chicago, IL, 2010.

“Critical Mass: Violence, Passion, and the Irish Political Grotesque.” Northeast MLA.
Montreal, Quebec, 2010.

“Terrible Beauties, Beautiful Terrors: McDonagh’s The Beauty Queen of Leenane.”
Midwest MLA. St. Louis, MO, 2009.

“Martin McDonagh and the Political Grotesque.” Popular and American Culture National
Conference. New Orleans, LA, 2009.

“The Bad Boys of Lad Lit: Tremors of Post-Feminism in the Novels of Kingsley and Martin
Amis.” Northeast MLA. Boston, MA, 2009.

“Mad Padraig and the Celtic Tiger: Martin McDonagh and Postnationalist Ireland.”
Midwest Modern Language Association. Minneapolis, MN, 2008.

“The Condition of England Novel and Contemporary Satire.” Satire Today Conference of
the U.K. Network for Modern Fiction Studies. New York, NY, 2008.

“Intellectual Properties: Growth Boundaries in Digital Scholarship and Copyright Law.”
Southwest/Texas Popular Culture Assoc. Conference. Albuquerque, NM, 2008.
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“Confronting the Contemporary: Emergent Realism(s).” Midwest Modern Language

Association. Cleveland, OH, 2007.

“Digital Humanizing: Administering Author/Scholar Relationships.” Society for Digital

Humanities Annual Conference. Saskatoon, Canada, 2007.

“Administering Author Websites: Evolving Challenges in Scholarship, Copyright, and

Discussion.” Popular & American Culture Conference. Boston, MA, 2007.

“!Starving, Freezing, and Weeping Hysterically’: Cultural Navigation in [Wilson’s] Ripley

Bogle.” Midwest MLA. Chicago, IL, 2006.

“Late Rushdie or Rushdie Lite?: Redemption and Recuperation in Fury and Shalimar the
Clown.” British Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies. Savannah, GA, 2006.

“‘To avoid discovery | stay on the run”: Exilic and Amnesiac Selves in Jeanette
Winterson’s Fiction.” Midwest MLA. Milwaukee, WI, 2005.

“Jamesy and the Giant Book: Joyce and the ‘Death of the Novel’ Debate.” American

Conference on Irish Studies. University of Notre Dame, 2005.
“Yellow Dogs of Fury: Martin Amis, Salman Rushdie, and Postmodern Panic.”

Communities in Crisis: Isolation, Desecration, Transformation in the Twentieth

Century. University of South Carolina, 2005.
“Journeys on the Night Train: Postmodern Crises and Crossroads.” 20"-Century
Literature and Culture Conference. University of Louisville, 2005.
“Feminism and Its Discontents: Kingsley and Martin Amis’ Response to Modernist
Masculinity.” Midwest MLA. Chicago, IL, 2003.

“After Postmodernism: Amis, Rushdie, and the Event Horizons of Fiction.” 20"-Century

Literature and Culture Conference. University of Louisville, 2003.

“Handcuffed to History: Can Postcolonialism and Postmodernism Co-Exist?” Rethinking
Commonwealth/Postcolonial Literatures Conference. Santa Clara, CA, 2002.
“Diving Into the Wreck: Joyce, Excess, and the Degraded Modern Epic.” National James

Joyce Convention: University of California, Berkeley, 2001.
“Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis, and the 20t"-Century Realism Wars.” 20t-Century
Literature Conference. University of Louisville, 1998.

“The Natural Echoes of R. S. Thomas's Early Poetry.” First Annual Conference on Welsh

Studies. University of Rio Grande (Ohio), 1995.

“Water as Text and Self: Thoreau’s Water Bodies.” Textual Regions and Regional Texts.

Lexington, KY, 1994.

“Symbolic Horseplay: Heroes, Horses, and Hubris in Two Classic Westerns.” Popular

Culture Association of the South. Charlotte, NC, 1994.

Presentations: Invited Lectures

“Editing Amis” (with James Diedrick). After Amis Book Launch and Podcast Event.
Birkbeck, University of London, London, UK. August 2026.

5

“Cambridge Companion — Genre, Style and Structure” (with Joe Brooker, James Diedrick,

and Kevin Power). After Amis Book Launch and Podcast Event. Birkbeck,
University of London, London, UK. August 2026.

“YOLQO’ing your Book Launch, or (ahem) Multi-channel Cross-promotion for the Digital
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Age.” Invited Blogpost. Fifteen Eighty Four, Academic Perspectives from
Cambridge University Press. 21 July 2026.

“Robert’s Rules, Meeting Efficiencies, and Other Exciting, Soul-inspiring Things.” Oregon
Psychoanalytic Center, Portland, OR. October 2012

“The Public Face of Scholarship.” Pastega Award for Excellence in Scholarship. Western
Oregon University, May 2007.

“Chinua Achebe & Post-colonialism.” North Salem High School. May 2004.

“Salman Rushdie and the Politics of Art.” Peace and Social Justice Lecture Series.
Western Oregon University, June 2001.

Website Development and Administration

Professional Homepage: www.gavinkeulks.com

The Martin Amis Web, 2006-present. www.martinamisweb.com . Authoritative
scholarly website for this author. Designated a site of scholarly significance by
the British Library in 2012 and archived every six months as part of their UK Web
Archive project.

Honors Program website, 2008-2026. Previously www.wou.edu/honors/.

Faculty Senate website, 2010-2012 only.

English Department website, 2007-2009 only.

Related Scholarly Activity

External Program Reviewer, John F. Reed Honors Program, Fort Lewis College, 2026.

External Program Reviewer, East Texas A&M University, graduate and undergraduate
English curricula, 2024.

Awards Committee, John G. Cawelti Award for best new textbook/primer, Popular and
American Culture Association, 2024.

Reviewer, NACADA Outstanding New Advising - Primary & Faculty Role national awards

Essay Reviewer (occasional or annually), Twentieth-Century Literature; English; Journal
of the Midwest Modern Language Society; Irish Studies Review; Clio: A Journal of
Literature and History; Modern Language Review; Comparative Literature
Studies; Canadian Journal of Irish Studies; Critique; Interdisciplinary Humanities.

Book Manuscript Review, The Martin Amis Generation: The British Novel Since the
1970s. Bloomsbury Academic Press, 2013.

Book Manuscript Review, Antimodels, the Audience, and Kingsley Amis’s Artistic Vision.
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2010.

Editorial Assistant, Critical Essays on Aldous Huxley. Ed. Jerome Meckier. New York: G. K.
Hall, 1997.

Editorial Assistant, Patrick Kavanagh: A Reference Guide. Ed. Jonathan Allison. New
York: G. K. Hall, 1996.

Editorial Assistant, ANQ: American Notes and Queries. 1994-1996.

Director of Technical Writing, United States Achievement Academy, Lexington, KY.
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http://www.wou.edu/honors/

Full C.V.

Coordinated 23 reports for sale as the USAA College Preparation Guide, 1996.
Supervisor and Writing Portfolio Evaluator, Kentucky State Board of Education.
Supervised assessment of writing portfolios, as mandated by the Kentucky
Education Reform Act. Summers, 1993-1994.
Writing Center Consultant, University of Kentucky, 1990-1992.

Academic Honors, Grants, and Awards

Pastega Award for Excellence in Faculty Scholarship, WOU, 2007.

Nominee, Pastega Award for Excellence in Service, WOU, 2024 and 2025.

Nominee, Mario and Alma Pastega Award for Excellence in Teaching, WOU, 2002-2006.
Recipient, Faculty All-Star and Dr. Bob Hautala Awards, WOU Athletics, 2019.

Live-learn Community Mentor of the Year, WOU, 2016.

Faculty Advisor of the Year, NACADA (national award), 2016.

Faculty Advisor of the Year, WOU (campus award), 2014.

Faculty Development Major Project Grant, WOU. London, U.K. 2026, 2016, 2006.

Faculty Development Major Project Grant, WOU. Dublin, Galway, and Cork, Ireland;
Belfast, Northern Ireland. 2024, 2022, 2018, 2013.

Invited Fellow, Institute for Study Abroad Ireland, 4-16 October 2015. Dublin, Knowth,
Ballyshannon, Bundoran, Cavan, Donegal, Sligo, Drumcliffe, Mullaghmore, Derry.

Invited Fellow, International Canadian Studies Institute. 14-26 July 2009.
Alberta Province Locations: Calgary, Banff, Ice Fields Parkway & Athabasca
Glacier, Edmonton, Fort McMurray Oil Sands, Drumbheller, Lethbridge.

Faculty Development Major Project Grant, WOU. Thomas Merton Research Center
(Bellarmine University), and Gethsemani Monastery, KY. 2003.

Faculty Development Major Project Grant, WOU. Huntington Library, CA. 2002.

Faculty Development Summer Stipend, WOU, 2001.

Outstanding Teacher of Literature, University of Kentucky, English Department, 1999.

Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of Kentucky, 1997-98.

Teaching Experience

Graduate and Upper-Division Coursework

ENG 631: Major Theories of Literary Criticism

ENG 624 British Literature: Modernism to Postmodernism
WR 610: Forms of Expository Prose

ENG 489/589: Minority Literature: Asian-American Literature
ENG 447/547: Major Authors: W.B. Yeats

ENG 447/547. Major Authors: James Joyce

ENG 421/521: Studies in British Literature

ENG 421/521: Contemporary Realism(s)
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ENG 415/515: Topics in Theory: Postcolonialism

ENG 415/515: Topics in Theory: Socio-Historicism

ENG 415/515: Topics in Theory: Postmodernism

ENG 407/507: Seminar: Contemporary Irish Literature

ENG 407/507: Seminar: British Postmodern Fiction

ENG 407/507: Seminar: Irish Modernism

ENG 399: Apocalypse Then: Literature & Culture of the 1990s
ENG 386: Italian Neorealism

ENG 325: Twentieth-Century British Literature

HNR 325: Honors Thesis Orientation

HNR 351: Honors Thesis Development

HUM 407H: Honors Seminar: The Literature of Terrorism
HUM 407H: Honors Seminar: 20"-Century Irish Literature
LIT 386: Form and Meaning in Film

LIT 386: Film History and Technique

LIT 330: Literary Romanticism

WR 414 Advanced Composition

WR 321w: Business and Technical Writing

Lower-Division Coursework

ENG 223w: Introduction to Literary Study

ENG 206: Survey of British Literature, Romantics to Present
ENG 205: Survey of British Literature, 1660-1832

ENG 204: Survey of British Literature, Beowulf to 1660
ENG 106: Introduction to Literature: Poetry

ENG 105: Introduction to Literature: Drama

ENG 104: Introduction to Literature: Fiction

LIT 110: Pirates and Princesses

LIT 110: Disaster Narratives

WR 135: College Writing Il

University Service and Committees

Current Positions

Coordinator, Meyer Prize for Excellence in Literature, 2002-present.

Member, John G. Cawelti Award for best textbook/primer, Popular and American
Culture Association, 2023-present.

Faculty Senator, Humanities Division, 2026-27, 2022-24, and 2017-19.

Past Positions

Coordinator and Lead Author, English Department Self-study, 2026.
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Coordinator, Honors Senior Thesis Grant, 2018-2026.

Coordinator, Honors Inspiration Award, 2022-2026.

Member, Faculty Senate Honors Committee, 2001-2004 and 2007-2026.
Member, Humanities Division Personnel Review Committee, 2022-2025.
Outstanding Graduating Student Awards Committee, 2008-2024.

Live-Learn Community Mentor, Honors Hall, Ackerman, 2012-2022.

Co-author, English Department Self-study, 2017-2018.

WOU Master Plan Steering Committee, 2017-2018.

Member, Director of Academic Advising & Student Success Search Committee, 2018.
Member, Academic Suspension Committee, 2014-2016.

Member, Registrar Search Committee, spring 2014.

Member, Strategic Priorities and Options Committee, 2011-2013.

Member, Student Recruitment Committee, 2012-13.

Member, University Advisory Council, 2010.

Member, Pastega Awards Committee, 2008.

Chair, Humanities Division Curriculum Committee, 2000-2006.

Humanities Representative, Campus-wide Personnel Review Committee, 2005 & 2007.
Member, Rhetoric & Composition Search Committee, 2007.

Coordinator, Academic Excellence Showcase, English Department, 2004-2006.
Member, Humanities Division Chair Search Committee, 2001 & 2003.

Member, American Literature Search Committee, Department of English, 2002.
Member, Dean’s Budget Advisory Committee, 2002-2003.

Member, Contract Bargaining Team, 2001-2002.

MAT & MS in Ed Degree Examiner, Dept. of English, sporadic, 2001-2005.
Member, Werner University Center Advisory Committee, 2000-2001.

Faculty Advisor, WouVoice.com, Western Oregon University, 2000-2002.

Student Mentorship

Graduate Thesis Evaluation/Committee Member

e Andrew Mardanau, “The Artistic Interpretation of the Crisis of Civilization in
Martin Amis’s Works,” Ph.D. in literature (Belarusian State University), 2016.

e Ritu Pareek and Manju Nemad, both Ph.D. in English (Malaviya National Institute
of Technology, Jaipur, India), 2013.

e Tim Frietag, M.S. in Education (WOU), 2010.

e Kim Logan, Ph.D. in English (Monash University, Australia). 2009.

e Rebecca Penna, M.S. in Education (WOU), 2007.

e Nicole LaRose. Ph.D. in English (University of Florida). 2006.

e Jessica Mills, M.S. in Education (WQOU). 2006.

e Julie Peterson. M.S. in Education (WQU). 2005.

WOU Honors Program Undergraduate Thesis Advisor
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e Shane Pelinski, “The Influence of Nintendo Video Games on Creativity,” 2025.

e Jordan Kemper, “A Creative Mural on the History of Mexican Immigration in the
United States,” 2025.

e Nicholas C. G. Cooley, “A Beginner’s Guide to Dropping Out of College: How to
Pass a Science Class, Save Your Own Life, and Still Graduate in 13 Short Years,”
2024.

e Melissa Burger, “Why it is Never too Late to Lead: How to Leave a Legacy at
WOU in Less Than Two Years,” 2024.

e MocKensie Sleipness, “Years in Honors: A Personal Reflection of My Time Spent in
the Honors Program and How it Influenced My Life,” 2020.

e Katy Bradley-Connor, “Through Their Eyes: Strength and Character in Roddy
Doyle,” 2007.

e Roseanne Pascalette Caputi, “Suicide Race” [drama], 2002.

e Celeste D. Barker, “Father, Word and Holy Breath: The Genesis and Revelations
of Stephen Dedalus,” 2001.

Education and Degrees

Ph.D., English, University of Kentucky, May 1999.
Dissertation: Father and Son: Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis, and the British Novel
since 1950. Examination Areas: 20% Century British Literature; American
Literature Since 1865; Victorian Literature; Literary Theory.

M.A., English, University of Kentucky, May 1992.
Thesis: Aesthetics in Theory and Practice: The Critical Theories of Ford Madox
Ford. Comparative analysis of the correspondence between Ford’s literary

theories and his novel The Good Soldier.

B.A., English (Honors), University of Wisconsin, Madison, May 1989.
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